
1) Affluent blacks and Hispanics still live in poorer 
neighborhoods than whites with working class 
incomes. 

An analysis of census data conducted by researchers at Brown University 
found that income isn’t the main driving factor in the segregation of U.S. 
cities. “With only one exception (the most affluent Asians), minorities at every 
income level live in poorer neighborhoods than do whites with comparable 
incomes,” the researchers found. 

“We cannot escape the conclusion that more is at work here than simple 
market processes that place people according to their means,” their report 
stated. Along with residential segregation, the study notes, comes access to 
fewer resources for those in minority neighborhoods. 

http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/Data/Report/report0727.pdf
http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/Data/Report/report0727.pdf
http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/Data/Report/report0727.pdf


 

2) There’s a big disparity in wealth between white 
Americans and non-white Americans. 

White Americans held more than 88 percent of the country’s wealth in 2010, 
according to a Demos analysis of Federal Reserve data, though they made 
up 64 percent of the population. Black Americans held 2.7 percent of the 
country’s wealth, though they made up 13 percent of the population. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/05/post-racial-society_n_4220366.html
http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-06.pdf


 

Much has been written explaining that the racial wealth gap didn’t come 
about by accident. Among other factors, FHA redlining, restrictive covenants, 
and exploitative contract selling practices that capitalized on black families’ 
inability to get conventional mortgages all prevented African-Americans from 
generating wealth through home ownership for much of the 20th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The racial wealth gap kept widening well after the 
Civil Rights era. 

It nearly tripled between 1984 and 2009, according to a Brandeis study. 

http://people.oregonstate.edu/~kaplanj/Reparations.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Family-Properties-Struggle-Transformed-Chicago/dp/0805091424?tag=thehuffingtop-20
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/05/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
http://iasp.brandeis.edu/pdfs/Author/shapiro-thomas-m/racialwealthgapbrief.pdf
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/03/13/how-we-built-the-ghettos.html
http://www.bostonfairhousing.org/timeline/1920s1948-Restrictive-Covenants.html
http://vimeo.com/96701350
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/27/racial-wealth-gap_n_2772840.html
http://iasp.brandeis.edu/pdfs/Author/shapiro-thomas-m/racialwealthgapbrief.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

) The Great Recession didn’t hit everyone equally. 

Between 2007 and 2010, Hispanic families’ wealth fell by 44 percent, and 
black families’ by 31 percent, compared to 11 percent for white families. 

http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/412802-Less-Than-Equal-Racial-Disparities-in-Wealth-Accumulation.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the years before the financial crisis, people of color 
were much more likely to be targeted for subprime 
loans than their white counterparts, even when they 
had similar credit scores. 

The Center For Responsible Lending came to that conclusion after analyzing 
government-provided mortgage data for the year 2004, supplemented with 
information from a propriety subprime loan database. 

“For many types of loans, borrowers of color in our database were more than 
30 percent more likely to receive a higher-rate loan than white borrowers, 
even after accounting for differences in risk,” the authors of the report wrote. 

http://www.asanet.org/images/journals/docs/pdf/asr/Oct10ASRFeature.pdf
http://www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/research-analysis/rr011-Unfair_Lending-0506.pdf
http://www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/research-analysis/rr011-Unfair_Lending-0506.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Minority borrowers are still more likely to get turned 
down for conventional mortgage loans than white 
people with similar credit scores. 

An Urban Insititute data analysis found that mortgage denial rates from 
government-sponsored servicers are higher for black applicants with bad 
credit than for white applicants with bad credit: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://blog.metrotrends.org/2014/06/gses-serve-minority-borrowers/


 

 

Black and Latino students are more likely to attend 
poorly funded schools. 

“A 10 percentage-point increase in the share of nonwhite students in a 
school is associated with a $75 decrease in per student spending,” a 2012 
analysis of Department Education data by the Center For American 
Progress found. 

 

 

http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/UnequalEduation.pdf
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/UnequalEduation.pdf


 

 

 

School segregation is still widespread. 

80 percent of Latino students attend segregated schools and 43 percent 
attend intensely segregated schools — ones with only up to 10 percent of 
white students. 74 percent of black students attend segregated schools, and 
38 percent attend intensely segregated schools. 

http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/k-12-education/integration-and-diversity/mlk-national/e-pluribus...separation-deepening-double-segregation-for-more-students/orfield_epluribus_revised_omplete_2012.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

9) As early as preschool, black students are punished 
more frequently, and more harshly, for misbehaving 
than their white counterparts. 



“Black children represent 18 percent of preschool enrollment, but 42 percent 
of the preschool children suspended once, and 48 percent of the preschool 
children suspended more than once,” a Department of Education report, 
released in March, noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Perceptions of the innocence of children are still 
often racially skewed. 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/crdc-discipline-snapshot.pdf


A study published this year in the Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology found that participants estimated black boys to be older and less 
innocent than white boys of the same age. 

When participants were told that the boys, both black and white, were 
suspected of crimes, the disparity in perceptions of age and innocence 
became more stark: 

 

Separate research by Stanford psychologists suggests that these kinds of 
racialized perceptions of innocence contribute to non-white juvenile 
offenders receiving harsher sentences than their white peers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/releases/psp-a0035663.pdf
http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/releases/psp-a0035663.pdf
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2012/may/race-juvenile-offenders-052412.html


 11) White Americans use drugs more than black 
Americans, but black people are arrested for drug 
possession more than three times as oftenas whites. 

  

This contributes to the fact that 1 in 3 black males born today can expect to 
go to prison in their lifetimes, based on current incarceration trends. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/17/racial-disparity-drug-use_n_3941346.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/04/racial-disparities-criminal-justice_n_4045144.html


12) Black men receive prison sentences 19.5 percent 
longer than those of white men who committed similar 
crimes, a 2013 report by the U.S. Sentencing 
Commission found. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/news/congressional-testimony-and-reports/booker-reports/2012-booker/Part_A.pdf#page=55
http://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/news/congressional-testimony-and-reports/booker-reports/2012-booker/Part_A.pdf#page=55

